General Information for Parents of Pre-K Students
[image: image1.wmf]     What do I learn in the block area?     


“Almost all children enjoy playing in the block area and can find something to do with blocks, whether or not they have ever played with them before.  Young children with little prior experience enjoy taking blocks off the shelves, heaping them into piles, lining them up, stacking them, loading them into cartons, dumping them out, carrying them, and fitting them carefully back on the shelves.  After they have had plenty of time to explore blocks, children begin to build all kinds of structures.  With increasing thoughtfulness, they begin to experiment with balance, enclosure, patterns, and symmetry. [These skills are essential for math development.]  They also combine blocks with little people, animals, and vehicles in make-believe play.  Structures become houses and barns; lined-up blocks become roads and fences.  As children play on their own and with others, adults recognize and support their exploration, imitation, spatial problem solving, sorting, comparing, and pretending.” [More essential math development, as well as language and creative development.]
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“Children involved in exploring, imitating and pretending in the house area are often content to play by themselves or alongside others.  Other children play there with friends, acting out familiar roles—moms, dads, stepparents, babies, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, grandparents, firefighters, store clerks, babysitters, pets.  Children also re-enact events they have experienced or heard about—visiting the dentist, going to the emergency room, moving, going shopping, talking on the phone, cleaning up after a flood, visiting daddy, having a birthday party, dressing up to ‘go out,’ celebrating holidays, going to church, and attending weddings, funerals, picnics, and movies.  By providing a setting for role play, the house area allows children to make sense of their immediate world.  Children have numerous opportunities to work together, express their feelings, and use language to communicate roles and respond to one another’s needs and requests.”  [These things are the beginnings of Social Studies.  They also provide experiences that promote growth in the child’s Social/Emotional development.]
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“Art is a form of communication as natural to children as talking.  Creating, experimenting, and learning go hand-in-hand. [Pardon the expression!]  Art is exploratory and provides the child with a focus on objects outside himself.  It is a source of immediate experience and does not need to be planned or purposeful.  Our students have opportunities to create art each and every day.  Preschool children engaged in art activities are developing the following skills:
· Fine motor coordination [Essential for writing development]
· Awareness of color, shape, size and texture [Important math and science concepts]

· Understanding of spatial relationships [Math, Science, and Social Studies]

· Awareness and understanding that symbols have meaning [Reading, Writing, Social Studies]

· Developing self-expression and emotional outlets” [Social/Emotional Development]
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In the book and writing areas, “children look at and read books from memory and picture cues, listen to stories, and make up and write their own stories in their own way.  For many children, this area is a cozy spot where they can look at books or magazines, either by themselves, with friends, or with an older person who has agreed to read aloud to them.  Some children use story props to re-enact and re-tell stories in their own words, while others write and illustrate their own books and stories.  Although preschool children generally ‘write’ using scribbles, drawings, and letterlike marks rather than letters, expressing themselves in such unconventional forms is important because such experiences are the beginnings of literate behavior.”
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In Thomas County, we are committed to educating a generation of computer-literate citizens.  In the computer area in Pre-K classrooms, children learn to manipulate a mouse, choose programs, and even “surf the net” (with teacher supervision, of course.)  There are many programs highly suitable and appropriate for our students to use on the internet, and we are constantly on the lookout for such programs.  Our computers are loaded with a number of software programs that are developmentally appropriate in the subject areas of Reading, Writing, Math, Science, Social Studies, Art, and Music.  
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“As soon as a child thinks of himself or herself (one) and others (more than one), the child is beginning to understand and learn math.  Mathematics is a way of ordering and thinking about the world—it is much more than learning to count and to read and write numbers.  Preschool math is all about grasping mathematical concepts through a knowledge discovered by hands on experience and observation.”

When children play in the toy (or math and manipulatives) area, they are learning skills including:
· Sequencing—how to put things in order
· Matching—what is alike and what is different

· Sorting and grouping

· Patterns—creating and noticing them

· One to one correspondence—comparing the number of items in two sets

· Part/whole relationships

· Spatial relationships

· Time

· Number concepts

· Seriation—comparing (big-small, heavy-light, etc.) and arranging things in order and describing the relationship between them.
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The daily routine provides a structure for the events of the day.  Knowing what to expect at each time of the day is comforting and makes children feel secure.  Each of our Pre-K teachers follows a consistent daily routine.  Each of these routines is slightly different from the others, but each of them is consistent within itself.  Transitions times are smoother when adults and children know what is coming next in the day – there are no big surprises.  There is flexibility within the routine, and the children are offered choice and a balance of control in the classroom within the framework of the daily routine.  
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Each Pre-K student at Hand-In-Hand has developed a portfolio of his/her work.  Within each portfolio are seven separate sections, each one containing work samples, photos and anecdotal notes that provide proof of the student’s development in each of the seven areas.  The areas are: Language & Literacy, Math, Science, Social Studies, Creative Development, Physical Development and Health, and Social/Emotional Development.  The portfolio is our method for assessing your child’s development during the Pre-K year.

Quotes were taken from Educating Young Children from the High/Scope Education Research Foundation, and from www.brooklynfriends.org. 
